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Died

Dave Dykeman, 64, on September 1, while
descending from the summit of Devil’s Crag #1
in the Sierra Nevada. Dykeman and his friend
Herb Buehler had climbed the peak without
incident, and were rappelling a 25-foot section
below the summit arete. Buehler, who went
first, heard rockfall and ducked against the wall
for cover. He heard a cry, and when he looked
up Dykeman was
gone. Dykeman’s
body was later
located midway
down the 1200-foot
northeast face.
Devil's Crag #1
has a well-deserved
reputation for
unstable rock, and
one or more of the
slabs on which Dykeman was standing probably
slid out from under him.

At the time of his death, Dykeman was the
president of the California Mountaineering
Club (CMC), an organization he was instru-
mental in creating. He had also chaired and
held various offices in the Sierra Club’s Sierra
Peaks Section (SPS).

Dykeman was an experienced climber, hav-
ing made over 500 ascents in the Sierra
Nevada, as well as others around the world.
He also led scheduled outings on over 250
peaks in the Sierra Nevada.

When | learned of his death, | thought back
to my first SPS and CMC trips, which
Dykeman led. | realized that if | had a men-
tor in climbing, he was it, and many other
climbers would proudly claim the same. He
will be sorely missed by the Southern
California climbing community.

— Tom Sexton

Hranian mountaineers Abdol Hosein Azizi,
44, and Hosein Harasati, 49, on Peak
Communism (7495 meters) in the Pamirs.
Azizi, Harasati, and a third member of the
team, Masood Aghabalaei, reached the sum-
mit of Communism at 3 p.m. on August 13.
Azizi slipped at 7000 meters during the

Jack Mileski, 38, longtime Gunkie and
Texan, father of beta, frequent contributor to
Climbing, and high-school English teacher, was
found dead in his home in Colorado Springs.
Details are sketchy, but foul play is suspected.

Report to follow in the March 15 issue.

descent, and the others found his body some
200 meters lower. Harasati and Aghabalaei
spent the night at their 6950-meter high camp.
The following morning they climbed down
another 100 meters before Azizi refused to
continue, complaining of exhuastion and
symptoms that were later attributed to cerebral
edema. Aghabalaei radioed for help and set up
a bivouac where the pair spent three more
nights. When the rescue team arrived on
August 17, Harasati was in critical condition.
He died during the descent.

Azizi lived in Tehran and owned Kuh-Ski, a
mountaineering and skiing equipment manu-
facturing company. Harasati owned a shoe-
making company in Tabriz. |

Azizi, Aghabalaei, and Harasati on the summit of
Peak Communism.
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Photo: Duane Raleigh

Photo: Dykeman collection

Photo: Masood.
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Iranian mountaineers perish on Pic Kommunizma
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Above: Pamir. Camp | (5,300m) on the Standard Route up the Borodkin Spur (5A) of Pic Kommunizma (7,495m). The South Face of Pic Korzhenevskaya (7,105m) is
visible in the background. Below: The 1,400m North Face of Rocky Ak-su (5,217m) in the Laylak Valley of the Pamir Alai, the main venue for last year's Championship
routes. (A) The 1986 Popov Route: 6B. (B) The 1994 Chabaline Directissima: 68. (C) The 1988 Chaplinsky Route: 6B. (D) the 1984 Moshnikov Route: 68. (E) The
1982 Troschynienko Route on the North Pillar: 6A.
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